TOWN OF VIENNA, VIRGINIA
COMPREHENSIVE PLAIN

1995

pla;m:r&ing Cﬂm"'ﬂiﬁﬂiﬂm f'gju'k'EJ'[lTT_:N-'ﬁI"i NU‘F{E’HI}EI‘ g, J]_‘_'}gﬁl
Town Cruncil Adepted: March 18, 1 996




| T
.f-"{;!'l'-'"‘* S LS T
e (IO 1
Eart i oo A e
SSERulS -.-‘;Jw:‘:?“r_c.' o,

N

"HWI-IL':.:’:-;‘:{;IT?I;'E’L
I S TS
S T
SR
| e B, | Wi L8 ey
S
i L e
e
g Ll it
Tk 5

{-.

i e LN Py
2 IEI -_:- .."?.ﬁf{i"

: B
e e
G

e
e

il -'f xf
S
A R g i
\‘: T .-3—:#

a i i
i -l,

SN

5
& a1
".':;:h-:-'-. Y

A
Fallny

i

CHLE

i

- -
A ‘.'1"
a 5
o ]




TAELE OF CONTENTS

Page
BOreWwarn o w woom a5 & ow e mED B e E o W S W omn W oD 3 omn o= Ao o3
TRENDS AMD CHARACTERISTICS
HESTORY: < o o @ oo w5 oo o6 6 e & o 08 w0 @ 6 3 00w ey W EE W e 3 1
DEMOGRAPHICS . . . R OTE R MR W WD WY R E R 5
EN?IRDNM”NTAL EEH”“RFS RND PROTECTIDN P 1
EXIETING LAND TUSE . . . Neoam s o wroae e g wom o tm o me e cwn e s A
TRANSPORTATICN SYSTEM: RN INVENTORY OF FACILITIES . ., . . . . 23
COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND SERVICES . . . . . .+ .+ v « &+ + « . .21
VIENHA'S CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGEAEM . . . . . % . & .+ % o+ . 4%
PLANNING POLICY AND RECOMMENDATIONS
FUTUEE LAND USE . . . BN R B OH W& & W M e & oa mEf
FUTURE TRANSEPCORTATION PLAN i 4 Eowom R e R EE & R
FUTURE COMMUNITY FACILITIES AND EERHICFS VR OEERE E% OE @ aos BY
APPENDICES
A Envircnmental Features . . . WowOEom oW mow B o TR
B, Chesapeake Bay Preservation E*eaq Map PR R R 9w oo TEE
A Existing Land Use Map .. . e -
D. Land Use at Town/County Border . . . . . . . 0w wm o W ow B
E. Master FPlans for Town-Owned Parks . . . . . . . . . . . 91
F. Futuvc Land Uss Plan Map . ow N BW B R w o u89Y
i3, Map of Nutley Street Special Study ﬁrea O i
H. Central Business District Special Study Area . I 1 .



...............................
EE M M Wl eeE e Sl B Bl Bl B S el ey el ey meeemm We—m W e



Foreword

STATUTORY REQUTREMENT

Title 15.1, Chapter 11, Article 4 of the Code of Virginia requires
every community to adopt a comprehensive plan for the territory
within its jurisdiction and to review such plan for amendments at
least once every five years. The comprehensive plan must guide
"... a coordinated, adjusted, and harmonious development of the
territory which will, in accordance with present and probable
future needs and rescurces best promote the health, safety, morals,
order, convenlence, prosperity and general welfare of the
inhabitants." The plan may be accompanied by descriptive matter,
maps, <harts, and other material as necessary to support the
recommendations.,

OVEEVIEW OF THE COMPEEHENSIVE PLAN

The Town of Vienna adopted its first Comprshensive Plan in 1957.
The Plan has been revised several times since then, the most recent
being January  18989. This Plan describes the current
charazcteristics of the Town, as well as trends and evants that have
been taken inte account in charting the future growth and
development of Vienna. These and other factors are reflected in
the Town's peolicies regarding transportation, land use, and capital
improvements.

CTERTISTICS TRE

The first seven chapters of this PFlan describe the Town's
gettlement and growth, as well as trends and events affecting
developmant policy. These chapters are:

L] History: A short history of the settlement and development of
the Town.

L Demographics: Information concerning the numbsr, age,
education, and other characteristics of Town residents.

L Environmental Features: Xey environmental characteristics and
reguirements affecting land use.

L Existing Land Use: A summary of current development patterna
and land use,

L Inventory of Transportation Facilities: Existing street and
Qther transportation facilities.
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® Community Facilities and Services: A description of existing
community facilities, including parks, scheools, and libraries,
and public utilities.

@ Capital Improvement Program: Hey features of Vienna's program
for capital improvemsnts.

DEVELOPMENT POLICIES

Key development policies for Vienna, along with specific
recommendations for acticns to ke taken by the Town, are described
in three additional chapters:

@ Future Land Use: Future developmant and use of land within
the Town.

L Future Transportation Policy: Transportation needs of the
Towr .

L] Future Community Facilities and Services: New or revitalized

public facilitiez needed to provide adeguate gervice to Town
residents.



TRENDS and CHARACTERISTICS
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HISTORY

EARLY BEGTINNINGS

The Vienna area was initially settled as large farming estatea. In
1767, Vienna's first house of record was built. The area was named
Ayr Hill after the owner's native Scottish County of Ayr, and
retained the name for nearly a hundred years. Growth was slow,

with no more than eight houses in the willage at the turn of the
century.

The mid-18008, however, witnessed great change for Vienna.
Between 1840 and 1B&60 there was significant migration from the
noerth, especially New York State. Inexpensive yet fertile land and
a mild farming climate lured many new residents who brought with
them advanced farming technigues. Theze techniques incresased
preductivity and helped restore the vitality of the old plantation
farms. Vienna's commercial activities during this periocd included
America's first steel-beamed plow Ifactory. The railroad, which
reached Vienna in 1858, was used for shipping plows until the
factory was sold in 1869.

Other notable svents include the 1842 purchase of 50 acres of land
from what had been the original Welf Trap plantation by Keziah
Carter, a free black woman. This purchase established the Carters
as one of Vienna's oldest families, and many descendants still
rezide in the Town.

In the late 1850s, the village recognized its need for a medical
doctor and solicited Dr. William Hendrick of New York State.
Popular belief holds that the name of the wvillage was changed to
Vienna, the name of Dr. Hendrick's MNew York home, as a condition of
nis relocaticn.

THE CIVIL WAR PERIQD

Due to its proximity to the Nation's capital; contrel of Vienna was
strongly contested during the Civil War, causing many resgidents to
leave for the duration of the ceonflict, The f£ifth skirmizsh of the
war, part of the First Battle of Manassas, took place near the Park
Street railrcad crossing, now the site of the Town's Community

Center. Thiszs skirmish marked the first tactical usge of a railrcad
in battle,

In the years following the war, Vienna experienced a growth in
permanent residency, including both white and bklack settlers.
Among the new residents were Major Orrin T. Hine and Harmon L.
Salsbury. A Freedmen's Bureau agent, radical Republican, farmer,
and realtor, Hine settled in Vienna in 1866 and by 1885 had amassed
almost §,500 acres of area land., Major Hine was elactad the Town's
first maycr when Vienna was incorporated in 1830.



Salsbury, a Union Captain in the 26th Regime of Colored Infantry,
welcomed settlers to his estate, making housing available to newly
freed citizens by providing easy credit and long mortgages.
Captain Salsbury's house still stands at 224 Walnut Lane, NW.

Thomas and Daniel West, freed slaves and landowners, established
Vienna's first bklack public school in 1868. The Town's first
white public school followed in 1872.

Criginally called Georgetown Road, today's Church Street was the
Town's first theroughfare, hosting the business district and mest
of the churches -- the Baptist Church, built in 1868; the
Presbyterian Church in 1874; the Methodist Church in 18%0; and the
Episcopal Church in 1896, The original location of Vienna's oldest
continuous businsss, the Money and King Funeral Home, was at the
corner of Church Street and Lawyers Road, NW.

EARLY 20th CENTURY

The Vienna Volunteer Fire Department, organized in 1902 by Mr. Leson
Fresman and chartered in 1929, is Fairfax County's oldest velunteer

fire department. In 1304 Fresman heralded the advent of Vienna's
motorized age with ownership of the Town's first automcbile,
gpurring the Eirst speed  limit -- 12 miles per hour.

Transportation improvements continued with the construction cf a
trolley line connecting Vienna with Washington, D.C. wvia Falls
Church.

The 19208 =zaw Lhe esgtablishment of the first Town Hall, bank,
citizens' associaticon, drug store, and chain grocery store -- the
Piggly Wiggly, and the installation of street lights and fire
clsterns.

9] AR IT

In 1940, Vienna was still a small rural town with a populaticon of
only 1,237, but the end of World War II brought suburban pressure
and further development. The Town's population grew by 10,000
people during the decade, and the business core shifted from Church
Street to Maple Avenus.

The first of many "modern" shopping centers was built in 1954 along
the newly widensd Maple fvenus, The maple trees that gave the
avenue its name were removed for transportation improvements in
1358. Transportation, shopping, and residential demands contcinued
to grow with the increasing population of Vienna and Fairfax
County. Notable regional developments included the construction of
Dulles Internaticnal Airport in 1%62, Fairfax Hospital in 1362,
Tysons Corner Center in 1968, and the Vienna Metrorail Station in
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Vienna's history reflects a strong sense of leadership and
dedication te a stable community. The government and citizens
reflect these sentiments through policies that maintain Vienna's

small town character while providing desired

improvements and
fagilitiss.






DEMOGRAPHICS

INTRODUCTION

Demographic statistics and trends provide important background
regarding transportation needs, land use, and infrastructure
reguirements. The following is a profile of Town residents
compared, where appropriate, to the total population of Fairfax
County and to the U.S.

POPULATTON

Fairfax County, which includes Vienna, experienced strong
pulal pdlqtlon growth over the last 20 years, while Vienna experienced
a gradual decline in populaticn.

Further significant growth is projected for Fairfax County through
the year 2000. Vienna, however, ls expected to grow only modestly.
This will permit the Town to emphasize the maintenance and
upgrading of existing infrastructure rather than the development of
new infrastructure.

gTAELE D-1: _TOT&L PDEULATIDN et vIENNﬁ AND FAIRFAX COUNTY
(with decade-to-decade changes}
————
JURISDICTION 1970 1580 1990 2000
{projected)
Town of 17,158 15,465 14,852 15,348
Vienna :
(-9.8%]) (-4.2%} (+3.3%)
Fairfax 455,021 596,501 518,584 980,000
County LigA S (437.1%) (21972}
L I‘+ l-zé . -Elll Zu - ﬁ-"#
Scurce: U.8. Census; Planning and Zoning Department, Town of

Vienna

Ln



AGE DISTRIBUTION

Table D-2 compares the age distribution of Vienna's population in

1980 and 19%0. It shows an aging of Vienna's populaticn:

L a decrease in residents of age 24 and younger (-26.1%);

i a small increase in rezsidents ages 25-64 (+4.0%); and

L a significant increase in the elderly population age, 65 and

above (+64.5%) .

TABLE D-2: VIENNA'S POPULATION BY AGE -- 1980 AND 18990 ]
AGE 1980 1290
Ages 24 and under 6.018 4,448
Less than 5 745 Big "
5-1%9 4,144 2,653
20-24 B i 220
Lges 25-54 B,530 §.888
25-44 4,520 5,038
45-54 3 910 3,850
Ages 65-up 22 4,313
65-T4 581 1,049
75 and up 330 466
TOTAL 15.468 14,852

Source: TJ.5. Census



Table D-3 compares the age distribution of the Town's population
with that of Fairfax County. Vienna's median age is 3.5 years
greater than that of the County as a whole, having a relatively
greater concentration of residents above age 64,

f‘f:i:E-LE D-3: COMPARISON ggi? AGE DI‘ETRIEU’I‘IE)H:_H VIENNA AND
i FATRFAX COUNTY (% of total 1990 population)
AGE TOWN OF FATRFAX COUNTY
VIENNA
24 and under 300 24.2
25-64 59.8 59.2
65 and up 10.2 6.6
TOTAL 100.0 00.0
Median Age 36.6 3ged

Source: U.S. Census; 15%%2 Fairfax County Standards Report

Whether the average age of Vienna's population will continue to
increase is difficult toc predict. A further '"graying" of the
populaticon would be consistent with projected national trends.
However, further aging could be offset by retirement or other
outward migration of current residents, £freeing-up reasonably

priced houses that makes Vienna an attractive location for younger
families.

HOUSEHOLD NUMBEERE AND SIZE

Vienna had 5,310 householdes in 13%0. The January 1, 138§3, boundary
adjustment with Fairfax County increased the total number of
hougeholds to &,367,. Over the past two decades the averags

heusehold size in Vienna dropped from 3.8 in 1970 to 2.8 in 1%%0.

A similar downward trend was evident for Fairfax County and the
Nation, as shown in Table D-4.















































































































































































































































































































